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640 NE 114th St., Biscayne Park, FL 33161
Telephone: 305 899 8000 Facsimile: 305 891 7241

MINUTES

REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING
TUESDAY, APRIL 1, 2025 — 6:00 PM

Call to Order\
Mayor Groth called the meeting to order at 6:01 pm.

Roll Call

Mayor Groth-present

Vice Mayor Gonzalez-absent
Commissioner Amsler- present
Commissioner Huntington- present
Commissioner Samaria -present

Also in attendance were Interim Village Manager Childress, Attorney Weissman, and Village
Clerk Latimore.

Pledge of Allegiance

Additions, Deletions, or Withdrawals to the Agenda

Commissioner Amsler requested that Resolutions 2025-18 and 2025-22 be pulled and that the
2023 minutes and the January 2024 minutes.

Interim Manager Childress requested that the Police Department report be moved to the
presentation section, commission reports, and staff reports be moved to the end of the agenda
after the legislative items.

Presentations
5a. Paul Winklejohn of GMS Finance provided a presentation on the Financial processes of the
Village.

5b. A presentation was provided by Pedro Martinez of CAP, Building Official, on the Building
Department.

5c. Herb Marlow of Analytica provided the Budget Strategic Planning Session Summary.
Public Comments

The Female Speaker made comments on Resolution 2025-19. She does not support the
Commission's passing of this Resolution.



Melanie Olivia- made comments on Resolution 2025-19. She is not in support of the Commission
passing this resolution.

Christne McClean made comments on Resolution 2025-19. She is not in support of the
Commission passing this resolution.

Vicki (Female Speaker) made comments on Resolution 2025-19. She is not in support of the
Commission passing this resolution.

Danielle Wolfe made comments on Resolution 2025-19. Sheis not in support of the Commission

passing this resolution.

Male Speaker- made comments on Resolution 2025-19. She is not in support of the Commission
passing this resolution.

Barbara Kuhl, ICE Resolution: Do not support, Miami Country Day Agreement: Does not
support.

Gary Kuhl, The Building Department needs to make adjustments to how it receives documents.
He supports the Tree USA designation for the Village. He hopes that the Village will adopt the

Landscaping requirements from Miami-Dade County.

Janey Anderson stated that she attended the Budget Strategic Session, and she also stated that she
was not in support of the ICE Resolution.

Bob Anderson- He was in support of the Letter that was sent out from the Code Compliance

department letting residents know the dates and the times that Code Officers would be in their
neighborhood.

Commission Reply to Comments

Mayor Groth clarified to the Public that the 287(g) agreement was not an agreement brought by
the administration; the agreement was a directive by the Governor and the Attorney General.

Commissioner Huntington thanked the public for coming to the meeting.

Commissioner Samaria stated that he would make his comments during his report. he wanted to
thank the public for their attendance at the meeting.

Commissioner Amsler thanked the Public for their participation in the meeting.
Mayor Groth called for the Police Department Report.
Captain Avilla introduced Commissioner Villanueva from the City of Sweetwater.

The Police Command staff was tasked with the Accreditation process for the Biscayne Park
Police Department.



After an in-depth look at the department's progress, it is recommended that the department
regroup and wait until solid policies and procedures are in place before proceeding. The process
should also be placed on hold until the department hires a permanent leader and undergoes
manpower restructuring.

The Commission agreed to review the report more thoroughly and place it on an upcoming
agenda for discussion.

Commission Reports
Commission reports will be moved to the end of the Legislative agenda.

Reports
Department and Staff Reports will be moved to the end of the Legislative agenda.

Consent Agenda

A Motion to approve the consent agenda was made by Commissioner Huntington and
seconded by Commissioner Amsler. The item passed 4-0

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-20

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK,
FLORIDA, APPROVING THE SELECTION AND APPOINTMENT OF A RESIDENT AS A MEMBER
TO THE VILLAGE’S PARKS AND PARKWAYS BOARD; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY;
AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-21

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK,
FLORIDA, APPROVING THE SELECTION AND APPOINTMENT OF A RESIDENT AS A MEMBER
TO THE VILLAGE’S PARKS AND PARKWAYS BOARD; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY;
AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-23

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK,
FLORIDA, APPROVING AN AGREEMENT WITH MEGAN PETCHEL FOR THE PURPOSE OF
PROVIDING PILATES CLASSES; AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE MANAGER TO EXECUTE SAID
AGREEMENT AND DO ALL THINGS NECESSARY TO EFFECTUATE THIS RESOLUTION;
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-24

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK,
FLORIDA, APPROVING OF, AND AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE MANAGER TO EXECUTE AN
AMENDED PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH MARIA C. CAMARA FOR
CLERICAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES; AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE MANAGER TO
EXECUTE SAID AGREEMENT AND TAKE ALL NECESSARY STEPS TO EFFECTUATE THIS



RESOLUTION; PROVIDING FOR INCORPORATION OF RECITALS; PROVIDING FOR AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-19
Attorney Weissman read the Resolution into the record.

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK,
FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE MANAGER AND CHIEF OF POLICE TO EXECUTE A
MEMORANDUM AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK POLICE
DEPARTMENT AND THE UNITED STATES IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT
(ICE) TO AUTHORIZE AND TRAIN CERTAIN VILLAE POLICE OFFICERS TO PERFORM
CERTAIN FUNCTIONS OF AN IMMIGRATION OFFICER UNDER THE DIRECTION AND
SUPERVISION OF ICE; AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER AND CHIEF OF POLICE TO
EXECUTE SAID AGREEMENT AND TO DO ALL THINGS NECESSARY IN FURTHERANCE OF
THIS RESOLUTION; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Interim Manager Childress commented on the State of Florida mandate to pass this Resolution.

Attorney Weisman provided the background information for the 287(g) agreement with
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE). He explains that the Florida Governor and
Attorney General interpret recent state law amendments as requiring municipalities to enter these
agreements or face penalties, including potential removal of elected officials. The attorney
outlines arguments made in a lawsuit filed by South Miami challenging this interpretation, noting
there may be merit to their case. He also discusses potential costs and options if Biscayne Park
were to legally challenge the requirement, including possibly joining South Miami's lawsuit. The
attorney cautions that the village's insurance likely would not cover litigation costs if they refuse
to sign the agreement.

The Commission discussed the challenges faced by the village due to the transition period
and the lack of permanent staff in the police services. The village is not in a position to
implement specific policies due to the current circumstances. The attendees also discussed
the possibility of deferring certain decisions until a later time when the village is better
equipped to handle them. The meeting also touched upon the issue of the village's
compliance with specific regulations and the potential consequences of not adhering to them.
The attendees agreed to explore all possible avenues to ensure compliance and the possibility
of collaborating with other entities.

A Motion to defer Resolution 2025-19 to the June Commission meeting was made by
Commissioner Huntington and seconded by Commissioner Amsler. The item passed 4-0

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-18

Attorney Weissman read the Resolution into the Record.

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA,
AMENDING OF THE COMMISSION MEETING AND AGENDA PROCEDURES ADOPTED BY THE
COMMISSION VIA RESOLUTION NO. 2024-18 BY AMENDING SECTION 1. a. “REGULAR MEETING;
NOTICE” REQUIRE AT LEAST SEVEN (7) CALENDAR DAYS’ NOTICE OF A SPECIAL MEETING TO
EACH COMMISSION MEMBER AND THE PUBLIC, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF EMERGENCIES AND
SECTION 8 “APPROVAL OF MINUTES, TO REQUIRE MEETING MINUTES OF COMMISSION
MEETINGS TO BE PROVIDED TO THE VILLAGE COMMISSION FOR APPROVAL DURING THE NEXT
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REGULAR SCHEDULED VILLAGE COMMISSION MEETING; AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE
MANAGER TO DO ALL THINGS NECESSARY IN FUTHERANCE OF THIS RESOLUTION; PROVIDING
FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Amended: Scrivner’s error, Section 1B Notice requirement “SPECIAL” was crossed off, which was not intended.

Commissioner Amsler pulled the item to highlight Section 4, which allowed items that were deemed urgent to be
added to the agenda.

Attorney Weissman stated that Section 4a states that no items shall be added to the agenda after the closure date,
so there is an inconsistency. Commissioner Amsler made an amendment to add urgency to the section.

Commissioner Huntington stated that the Commission could also consider discussing the meeting times. Splitting
the meetings into hearing presentations, proclamations, and consent items in the morning and resolutions and
Ordinances in the evening would give the commission more time to spend on legislative items.

There was a consensus to bring back a discussion item on the splitting of commission meetings at a later meeting.

Commissioner Amsler moved to approve Resolution 2025-18 as amended, which Commissioner Huntington
seconded. The Resolution was approved 4-0 as amended.

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-22

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE PARK,
FLORIDA, APPROVING A RENEWAL TERM WITH CERES ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, INC.,
FOR DEBRIS REMOVAL & DISPOSAL SERVICES IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED BUDGETED
FUNDS; AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE MANAGER TO EXECUTE SAID AGREEMENT AND DO ALL
THINGS NECESSARY TO EFFACUATE THIS RESOLUTION; PROVIDING FOR INCORPORATION OF
RECITALS; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Commissioner Amsler requested clarification on the resolution's definition of budgeted funds. She needed to
know where the funds to support the contract would come from.

Interim Manager Childress explained that the funds could come from various sources, such as funds reimbursed
by FEMA or reserve funds designated for an emergency.

A Motion to approve Resolution 2025-22 was made by Commissioner Huntington and seconded by
Commissioner Amsler. The Resolution was approved 4-0

There was a Motion and a second to extend the meeting by 15 minutes.
Mayor Groth asked staff to provide highlights of their department reports.

Park and Recreation Director Issa Thornell reminded the public that Jazz In the Park was coming up on
Saturday, April 4th, at 6 p.m.

Commissioner Amsler asked for clarification of the budget for the event. Director Thornell explained that he
and the manager were able to secure the stage from a neighboring municipality for less money than in previous
years. At this time, they are under budget.

Commissioner Amsler also had questions about the Pride event; Director Thornell explained that he had not
had the opportunity to meet with the organizers and would do so as soon as his event schedule allowed.

Commissioner Amsler asked Public Works Manager John Jenkins who was responsible for removing the roots
and debris from the trees' cuttings from the medians. Manager Jenkins explained that the process was being



reviewed and that removing the roots could damage the roads. He said the Public Works department would do
the work as soon as possible.

Mayor Groth then called for Reports from the Village Manager and the Village Attorney.

Commissioner Samaria stated that before the reports from the Manager and the Attorney are presented, he
would like to know when the Commission Reports will be given. He has waited for two meetings and has not
been able to make a report. Commissioner Samaria wants the Commission reports to be heard at the beginning
of the meeting.

Mayor Groth explained that the commission unanimously agreed to amend the agenda and move Commission
reports to the end of the agenda.

Interim Manager Childress stated that members of the Commission were sent a registration invite for a
cybersecurity course. Manager Childress expressed the importance of the Commissioners taking this course,
as there have been many attempts to hack the village computers. Florida Statutes mandates the training. All
Village staff are being trained to know what to look for.
Manager Childress reported that he would be out of the office from May 4% to May 14th, 2025. He will be out
of the country with limited access to emails, Parks and Recreation Director Thornell will be named Acting
Village Manager in his absence. Manager Childress also provided the following highlights of his report;
e The advertisement for the Police Chief recruitment has been posted, and an LTC was issued on
November 6th
¢ The Code Compliance Director position will be funded through this fiscal year
e House Bill 943 is moving through the Legislative Committees. Manager Childress asked the
Commission to support the opposition to this Bill.
* The Villages Insurance Broker will be making a presentation before the commission at the May
meeting. She has indicated that there will be a rate increase in health insurance.
* Manager Childress informed the Commission that Village Hall will close at noon on April 18%- 2025,
for observance of Good Friday.
This was the end of Manager Childress' report.

There was a Motion and a Second to extend the meeting until 10:30 pm.

Attorney Weissman stated that he has been acting as the liaison for the Village with the two employment
investigations that are presently active. He explained that his role as the liaison with the investigators had been
simple, and he did not have an active role in the investigations other than facilitating the request and receipt of
documentation or contact information. He would request the information from the Clerk and then pass it on to the
investigators.
Attorney Weissman stated that a situation has occurred that, under Florida Law, he is not allowed to disclose what
it is. Due to this circumstance, he will remove himself from his limited role with the investigators. The Commission
has three options:

e Hire someone from outside to act as liaison to the investigators.

e Appoint the Clerk to communicate directly with the investigators and receive the final reports.

¢ The Commission could become the liaisons, and the investigators can report directly to the Board.
Attorney Weisman explained that the third option could create a Sunshine Violation since the matter would have
to be communicated to the Commission in a publicly noticed meeting.
The Commission unanimously decided to appoint the Clerk as the liaison. Attorney Weissman stated that he would
speak to the Clerk after the meeting and advise the investigators of the Commission's decision.

Attorney Weissman reported to the Commission that he and Manager Childress have discussed that the newly
elected Tax Collector intends to charge the Village 2% on the collection of the Village's ad valorem taxes. The
attorney has analyzed the Tax Collector's opinion, and he does not believe that the opinion complies with Florida
Statutes. This is the opinion of the Municipal Managers Association and other Municipal Attorneys. Attorney
Weissman will send a letter stating the village's position to the Miami-Dade County Tax Collector.
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This was the end of Attorney Weissman's report.

Mayor Groth called for Commission Reports: There was a consensus of the Commission to forgo all
Commission reports.

New Business:

Commissioner Huntington asked if the Commission would like to come into compliance and regain its Tree USA
designation. If the Commission decided to comply, they would start at 8 years holding the designation; we would
not have to go back to zero.

Commissioner Huntington stated that there are four requirements to become a Tree USA City, and he would ask
the Village Attorney to look at the Village and County Ordinances to research what is needed. He knows there is
a requirement to spend 2 dollars per Capita and believes that we have done so thus far; he recommends that the
Finance department look at the budget and ensure that we are in compliance. The proclamation adopted at the 5:45
p.m. meeting is also part of the requirements, as is planning an Arbor Day event.

Attorney Weissman stated that he was working on the Tree Protection Ordinance and will bring it to the
Commission soon.

After having no other business before the Commission, Mayor Groth called for a Motion to adjourn.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:29 pm.
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Pamela L. Latimore, MMC

Discussion-New Business



