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Village of Biscayne Park

Special Commission Meeting Minutes
February 28, 2023
6:00 p.m.
Log Cabin, 640 NE 114t Street
Biscayne Park, FL 33161

1. Call to Order-
Mayor Groth called the meeting to order at 6:04pm on Tuesday, February 28, 2023, at the
Log Cabin, 640 NE 114" Street, Biscayne Park, Florida.

2. Roll Call: The roll was called by the Village Clerk, the following were present: Mayor
Jonathan E. Groth, Vice Mayor Veronica Amsler, Commissioner Gonzalez, Commissioner
MacDonald Kennedy, Commissioner Veronica L. Olivera, Village Manager Mario A. Diaz,
Village Clerk Shantay J. Bingham, and Village Attorney Valeria Vicente. As a quorum was
determined to be present, the meeting commenced.

3. Pledge of Allegiance- The Pledge was recited Mayor Groth in unison.

4. Additions, Deletions or Withdrawals to the Agenda- There were no changes to the
agenda.

5. Public Comments- The following members of the public provided comments: Michelle
Tano and Antoine 7?7, Andrea Sanchez (read into the record by Clerk Bingham)

There being no further public comments, Mayor Groth closed Public Comments

6. Commission Reply to Public Comments- Commissioner Kennedy thanked residents
for coming out to speak on item 9E.

7. Consent Agenda

7.a  Resolution 2023-05- Appointment to the Biscayne Park Foundation- Village
Attorney Vicente read the following Resolution title:

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF
BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA, RATIFYING THE SELECTION OF MEMBERS TO
THE GOVERNING BOARD OF DIRECTORS TO THE BISCAYNE PARK
FOUNDATION, INC.; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Village Attorney Valerie Vicente gave an overview of the time.
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The Commission discussed the removal of a Biscayne Park Foundation member.

A motion was offered by Commissioner Kennedy and seconded by Vice Mayor
Amsler to remove Yessenia Gonzalez from the Biscayne Park Foundation.

A motion was offered by Commissioner Kennedy and seconded by Vice Mayor
Amsler for approval of Resolution 2023-05. The motion for approval of the

Resolution passed unanimously by roll call vote and Resolution No. 2023-05 was
adopted.

7.b  Resolution 2023-06 Strategic Plan Agreement

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF
BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA, APPROVING A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
AGREEMENT WITH SAGE CONSULT, LLC, FOR STRATEGIC PLANNING
CONSULTING SERVICES, IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED EIGHTEEN
THOUSAND DOLLARS ($18,000.00), ATTACHED HERETO AS EXHIBIT “A”;
AUTHORIZING THE MANAGER TO EXECUTE SAID AGREEMENT;
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Village Manager, Mario Diaz gave an overview of the item.

The Commission discussed this at length.

A motion was offered by Commissioner Kennedy and seconded by Commissioner

Olivera. The motion for approval of the Resolution passed unanimously by roll call
vote and Resolution No. 2023-06 was adopted.

8. Resolutions

8.a Resolution 2023-09 Stormwater and Roadway Improvement Project Change
Order #1- Village Attorney Vicente read the following Resolution title:

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF
BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE MANAGER TO
EXECUTE A CHANGE ORDER WITH GENCON PARTNERS, INC. FOR THE
PROVISION OF TEMPORARY SCREENING IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED
EIGHT THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED F | F T Y DOLLARS ($8,750.00);
AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE MANAGER TO DO ALL THINGS NECESSARY

TO EFFECTUATE THIS RESOLUTION; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE
DATE.

The Commission discussed the item at length.

The Mayor asked the Village Attorney to prepare language to amend the
“‘plywood structure” of the Code. The Village Attorney will bring an amended
Ordinance back for first reading.
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The recommendation of the Commission is to have the construction

employees use the facilities at Public Works and the Portable toilet will be
removed at the storage sight not for use.

The item dies due to lack of motion and second.

8.b  Resolution 2023-10 Additional Landscaping Services- Village Attorney Vicente read
the following Resolution title

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF
BISCAYNE PARK, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE MANAGER TO
UTILIZE SFM SERVICES, INC. FOR ADDITIONAL LANDSCAPE SERVICES IN
AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED THIRTY-THREE THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED
DOLLARS ($33,600.00) PURSUANT TO THE EXISTING AGREEMENT WITH
SFM SERVICES, INC.; AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE MANAGER TO DO ALL

THINGS NECESSARY TO EFFECTUATE THIS RESOLUTION; PROVIDING
FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Village Manager Diaz gave an overview of the item.

The Commission discussed at length

A motion was offered by Commissioner Gonzalez and seconded by
Commissioner Olivera that chemicals are not allowed and staff will need to get
approval from Commission bring in any type of chemical component. The motion

for approval of the amended Resolution passed unanimously by roll call vote and
Resolution No. 2023-10 was adopted.

Village Manager Diaz, recommended moving 9e ahead of other Discussion items.
There was a consensus to proceed.
9. Discussion-Old Business

9.aCommission Meeting Format Municipal
The Village Manager gave an overview of
the item.

The Commission discussed at length.

The Commission agreed at the next meeting to discuss at the next meeting on how
to resolve the LDC and then decide on what to do with the first workshop.

9.e  The Welfare of Outdoor Cats and Their Impact on Biscayne Park

Commissioner Kennedy gave an overview of the item.
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Mayor Groth requested that the Village Attorney bring other options from other
jurisdictions to see how it is handled. The Attorney will bring back to two Ordinances
for the Commission’s consideration.

9.b. Fence Code

Commissioner Kennedy gave an overview of the item. Recommends changing the
definition to reflect “change the definition to include that the fence has to be around
a construction site or a staging area and put a definition for a staging area in the
Ordinance. Revised Ordinance to go to Planning and Design Review Board for
review.

9.c Smooth Functioning & Transitions
Moved to the March Regular Commission
Meeting Meeting

9.d Village Awards
Commissioner Kennedy gave an overview of the item.

The recommendation from the Commission is to give the
Boards control of the awards moving to an annual basis and
the Citizen’s Award will remain with the Commission. The
Mayor will speak with the Mayor of El Portal to ask about their
process.

10.  Adjournment- There being no further business to come before the Commission, a
motion to adjourn was offered by Commissioner Olivera, seconded by Vice Mayor
Amsler, and unanimously approved. Thus, adjourning the/neeting at 9:55 pm.

/‘\
Whan E. Groth, Mayor

ATTEST:

[)

“Shantay J. Bingharr CMC
Village Clerk
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Village Clerk

From: Andrea Sanchez <sanchez.andrea60@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, February 27, 2023 2:33 PM

To: Village Clerk; Village Manager

Subject: Re: public comments for next Commission meeting 2.28

Hello, I'd like this email read at the meeting tomorrow as | am unable to attend due to my work hours.

My name is Andrea, I'm a resident on 117th street and have lived here for almost 30 years.

We all know fraffic has become very heavy in our area as of late and | only see it getting worse.

We need more police presence. | take my toddler for walks frequently throughout the week and never
see any officers patrolling our neighborhood. We need to make our roadways safer. The people
driving erratically through our tiny village do not know how to share the road with pedestrians. Since
sidewalks are not an option, you need fo find a solution to keep your village families safe. Last week |
was walking with my toddler and a lady ran the stop sign and was flying down the street towards us, |
had to quickly pull my son off the side of the road, Because of this terrible driver.

unfortunately he had unbuckled himself it was so bumpy moving him(off my initial topic but still an
important note- we really need our roads repaved as it was the cause of the rough pulling off the road
into a yard) and he tumbled out of the stroller. The lady was hugging the side of the road and was so
close to running him over. He could have DIED.( | realize, he should be buckled, but if you've never
had a toddler, they love unbuckling. ) now, not only do I feel unsafe walking in my own neighborhood
now, I'm furious. This should never occur. Something needs to change. We need more police
presence, if we can't have sidewalks- we need some option to provide us with more safety. Decrease
the amount of cut through traffic through a residential neighborhood. | grew up here, and it was safe
to ride bikes to friends house as a child- it's no longer safe enough for kids to ride around on their
bikes. Pedestrian safety needs to become this neighborhoods number one priority. Our families, our
children’s lives and safety need to come first. | don't know what our options can be if not sidewalks,
but something needs to change before a precious life is lost.

I'm begging you to take my concern seriously and make this a priority.

Thank you for your time.

Sent from my iPhone

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Village of Biscayne Park and may contain unsafe
content. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.



Village Clerk

From: A Bernhard <aleks.bernhard@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 28, 2023 9:03 AM
To: Village Clerk

Dear honorable commissioners,

I am highly alarmed by the agenda item tonight regarding almost $9,000 to install a privacy screen around the
temporary toilet for construction workers using the drainage project! This is absolutely in no way a justifiable cost.
Nothing even remotely close to this is. Please do not approve spending our village funds on this. If anything we could
waive the requirement for a screen (FY| the entire project on 121st street was done with no privacy screen around the
toilet) and if not, our own village works department could erect a temporary structure. Even better we could buy several
large potted clusia or podocarpus plants and place them around the area and then give them to residents after our plant
them in the village. We must draw the line at this eye gauging by the contractor!!! Please do not approve this or
anything even remotely close to this exhorbitant fee. Let's spend $1k on some nice large potted native plants instead.
Thank you.

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Village of Biscayne Park and may contain unsafe content. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.




